And so this is Xmas

(i)

Before Thanksgiving

before the dispatch of forty-five

million young turkeys

a five month old

forty-five pounder

called Courage

is given a last minute reprieve

a presidential pardon

to live out his life

at a petting zoo ranch

in Disneyland.
(ii)
At the Xmas tree farm

against a backdrop of pinery

a family of five picnic
on turkey breast and corn bread
watermelon and pecan pie.
The parents have been given 

a handsaw and hatchet

to mark their own tree


once the children come down
from the free wagon rides.

This year, it’s a two footer
barely out of its cone,

hacked down and tow-roped

onto one of America’s most popular
bronze-winning family sedans.
The tree sheds its needles

and makes strange popping sounds -
its cones snap open.

The car smells like a church.
Karen Knight
Tasmania

 

 

 

 

